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IMPORTANT NOTICE A

OPERATOR AND PASSENGER.

This motorcycle is designed and constructed to carry the operator
and one passenger. However, do not exceed the vehicle capacity load
limit shown on the tire information 'abel.

ON-ROAD USE

: This motorcycle is not equipped with a spark arrestor and is designed
and constructed to be used only on the road. Operation in forest
covered, brush covered, or grass covered areas may not be legal.

Check local laws and regulations before riding in these areas.

CONSUMER INFORMATION ]
VEHICLE STOPPING DISTANCE

This figure indicates brakin
vehicles to which it applies
of loading.

The information Presented represents resyits obtaij

controlled road and vehicle conditions, and the
under other conditions,

g performance that can be met

‘ . or eXceed
» Without locking the wheels unde sk

r different conditions

| nable by skilled drivers under
information may not be correct

s

Description of vehicles to which

L READ OWNER'S MANUAL CAREFULLY. 9

All information, illustrations, directions and specifications included in this publication are based on
the latest product information available at the time of approval for printing. HONDA MOTOR CO..
LTD. -reserves the right to make changes at any time without notice and without incurring any

abligation whatever.
No pdrt of this publication may be reproduced without written permission,

this table applies - HONDA CB550K
E

Fully Operational Service Brake

Load

Light

Maxfmum & s a & s 8 & a A a

0 50 100 180 200
Stopping Distance in Feet from 60 mph.




ACCELERATION AND PASSING ABILITY

This figure indicates passing times and distances that can be met or exceeded

| . . |
by the vehicles to which it applies, in the situations diagrammed on the next pagef
Tie low-speed pass assumes an initial speed of 20 MPH and a limiting sp'ee.d.c:-
35 MPH. The high-speed pass assumes an initial speed of 50 MPH and a limiting
speed of 80 MPH.

1 ; .
NOTICE: The information presented represents results obtainable by skilled drwert
* i ec
der controlled road and vehicle conditions, and the information may not be corr
un
under other conditions.

Description of vehicles to which this table applies: HONDA CB550K

SUMMARY TABLE:

Low-speed pass......c.ccoeerennnn... 362 Feet: 7.5 Seconds
High-speed pass.......cumuen.. 981 Feet; 9.8 Seconds

ﬁ

LOW- SPEED
INITIAL SPEED : 20MPH LIMITIN :
TOTAL PASSING DISTANCE, FEgT__ | "0 SPEED * 35MPH
TOTAL PASSING TIME, SECONDS
d:t}n ———————————————————————— -
0 jree—— —a__ 40’
S TN~
TRUCK
HIGH- SPEED
INITIAL SPEED : 50MPH LIMITING SPEED : 80MPH
i TOTAL PASSING DISTANCE, FEET
TOTAL PASSING TIME, SECONDS A’
T ~cczhn
100 p—100"—+
e
% CONSTANT 50MPH :




PREFACE

. : : ¢
This booklet is your guide to the basic operation and maintenance o
new motorcycle. ‘ |
;?:;se take the time to read the Owner's Manual carefully. As u;r;;h
any fine machine, proper care and maintenance are essential for trou
' I rformance. |
operation and optimum pe | |
::Eir aﬂthnrized Honda dealer will be glad to provide funper mfu;:matmn
or assistance and is equipped to handle your future service ?EZ {inued
Thank you for selecting a Honda. We wish you many miles of con
idi [ head,
riding pleasure in the years a
Keepgtl?is Owner’s Manual in the compartment ynder the seat.f .
In this manual statements preceded by the following words are o sp

SETI;CF?FI‘EE means that there is the possibility of personal injury to

hers. . -
HEIEE%II'TDEI':I-"E’ n?;aﬁs that there is the possibility of damage to the vehicle

"NOTE" indicates points of particular interest for more efficient and

ient operation. _ ‘ . o
S"?:vreel::smmeﬁd that you take particular notice of these items wh

reading this manual.

‘

MOTORCYCLE TRAE FIC SAFETY

A motorcycle is only as safe as its operator,
The safe rider will spend much time learning

to ride and deveinping his riding skills in an

uncongested area before venturing into 3.

traffic.

1. In many motorcycle traffic accidents, the
automobile driver does not see the motor-

cyclist in time to avoid an accident. The 4.

motoreyclist can make other motoriste
more aware of his presence by:

® Wearing brighter, more visible clothing.

® Using the headlight anytime while
riding.

® Avoiding the “bjing spot” of other 5.
vehicles and driving defensively.

2. Many Mmotorcycle accidents occur at in-
tersections, parking lot entrances and
exits, and driveways, The motorcyclist

must show extra Caution at these loca-
tions,

Excessive speed is a factor in many
Motoreycle accidents. Obey the speed

limits and NEVER travel faster than
conditions warrant,

Many motorcycle accidents involve in-
experienced riders. A new motorcyclist
should thoroughly  familiarize himself
with his Mmotorcycle before attempting to
ride on public roads. NEVER lend your
motorcycle to an inexperienced rider.

Most fatal motorcycle accidents are due
to head injuries. The motorcyclist should
ALWAYS wear a helmet, He should zlso
Wear other protective apparel including

€Ye protection, boots, gloves, and heavy
clothing,
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CONTROL
"l LOCATION . I'

SOOI ONCORS RONGRORENORS

) @&

an

Speedometer

Indicator panel
Tachometer

lgnition switch

Front brake lever

Throttle grip

Engine stop switch

Starter button

Rear brake pedal

Foot pegs

Kick starter pedal

Choke knob

Clutch lever

Turn signal switch (above)
Headlight dimmer switch (below)
Horn button (below)

Fuel filler door

Gear change pedal

Right rear view mirror (STD)
Left rear view mirror (STD)




@ Front brake caliper @ Side marker reflector

® Fuel valve
@ Front brake disc @ Gear change pedal

1) Seat lock

2 Engine oil filler cap @ Rear brake peda|
§

@ Kick starter pedal




[ OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS ———
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INSTRUMENTS AND INDICATOR LAMPS

the following pages.
' ents are mounted above the the tables on . |
31-2::1:?;:;”::35& and the indicator lamps U.S. A. model : Odometer and tripmeter

located In the indicator panel built readin accumulated miles,not k!ln_metetr;
;r?tween the instruments. Their functions Canadian mgdel;[)dgmgter and mpm‘?eg
aﬁd operating methods are described in read in accumulated kilometers,not miles.

‘a0
.,ﬁ'.‘_iﬁ-ﬂ 1;_.' i’;\
oy Al ﬂ_ﬂ‘i '

=y .. U
| "B/ o\©

- ‘ \ 2y »
Oil pressure warning light (red) @) Ta{:humnleter ® ‘I:achu-
cator light @ Left turn signal indicator
4 Tripmeter reset knob

o - _ ,
1) Speedometer @ Odometer @ ‘ vari
IIE:T?E'IEF red zone @ Tripmeter @ ngh beam indi i
JiHHt Right turn signal indicator light @ Neutral indicator lig

It

Function

Ref. No. Description

| Speedometer

E. | G‘dﬂmﬂtﬂ'r
I
|
|
|
|
|

3 Oil pressure warning

' light (red)

Indicates driving speed.

Indicates total accumulated distance traveled.
After turning on the ignition switch but before
starting the engine, check to make sure the oil
Pressure warning light is functioning (lamp
comes on).

The oil pressure warning light comes on when
the ignition switch s switched on; it goes
off when the engine is started and the pre.
scribed engine oii Pressure is reached. Shouyld
the light come on while driving, it is an indi-
cation of g malfunction in the lubricating
>ystem, in which case, the motorcycle must be
stopped at once, the engine turned off and
the oil level checked. If the check reveals that
the engine oil level is Within the prescribed
limits, the cause of the malfunction will haye
to be determined and corrected by contacting
the nearest HONDA dealer, However, an qc.
Casional flickering of the Warning light at or
"€ar idling speeds when the engine is at
OPerating temperature is of no significance.

e

——

e
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IGNITION SwWITcH

| " ni
Ref. No. Description | Function The ignition switch @ is located directly NIGH AN
4 Tachometer Indicates engine RPM. below the *"'i!'ﬂﬂmr Panel.  Functions
| o i — of the respective Switch positions are
5 Tachometer red zone During acceleration, engine RPM indicator needle shown in the chart below.
may be allowed to briefly enter the red zone.

However, the motorcycle must not be operated
in the red zone for any length of time and must
NEVER be operated beyond it.

6 Tripmeter Indicates distance traveled (meter can be

@ lgnition switeh
reset for each trip).

@ Index mark

7 High_beam ir:dicatur Light will be on when the headlight is on Switch Posie: N
| light (blue) .| high beam. itch Position Finction .-
- R 5 . I | _ . - D I y Emﬂ'val
b 3 Left turn signal indicator yf;-ft light will flash when left turn signal light | OFF - All electrical circuits are Open, engine cannot be started| ey f:_a‘-rrbe
light (amber) IS operating. . - i Fesr i . J . Ak
— N s s : s . ©Clrical circuits are Closed, : Y _
9. Right turn signal indicator | Right light will flash when right turn signal | ON meter lights will be on a;-.duthﬁl‘ﬁgﬂi'ﬁ';gnﬁg‘,.g*gt and | Key cannot be
light (amber) light is operating. | | the engine can be starteq e and | emoved,
— : T STV ission is i ' 2 The taillight will be on but all o FESTTER >
Neutral indicator light Light will be on when the transmission is n (PARK| all other circuits are open. | Key ¢
i (green) neutral, - RKING) The k?lsﬁ*luihfr%m.ﬂ”m when Parking the motorcycle. ren}wrguae?f_ 2
= aFILECE Reset the tripmeter to zero (0) by turning LOCK E}E e e 4 B locked,
[ t kno L the tripm k : : electrical circuits a -
11. Trpmeter rese the tripmeter reset knob in the direction of (STEERING LOCK) | Refer fﬂrﬁ: section 'TSETDEDEEEFPTET";;;%&?”'}M be Started, Key can be
the arrow. = .' page 16). or Dﬁﬁfﬂtiﬂnl removed.
L —— = _'_'__-___——-—-.___
12 13

N——




ENGINE STOP SWITCH .
The three position engine stop switch
@ is located on top of the right ha-
ndlebar grip switch housing. In _the
“RUN" position (center) the ignition
circuit will be completed and the engjne
will operate. In the "“OFF” position
(either side of center) the ignition Cir-
cuit will be open and the engine wiill
not operate.

@ Engine stop switch @ Starter button

14

This switch is intended primarily as a
safety or emergency switch gnd can nor-
mally remain in the "RUN"" position.

NOTE: | = -
If your motorcycle is stopped with the ignition

switch on and the engine stop switch off,
the headlight and taillight will still be on,
resulting in battery discharge.

STARTER BUTTON |
The starter button 2 is located directly

below the engine stop switch ).
When the starter button is pressed the
starter motor will crank the engine.
As long as the starter button is pressed
for cranking the engine, the headlight
will automatically go out, but the taillight

stays on.
Refer to pages 27-29 for the correct

starting procedure.

HEADLIGHT DIMMER SWITCH

The headlight, taillight, two running lights
(combined with the front turn signal
lights) and the instrument lights will be
on when the ignition switch Is turned to
the “ON"" position.

The headlight dimmer switch (1) is |o-

cated on the left handlebar grip switch
housing.

@ Headlight dimmer switch
@ Turn signal switch @ Horn button

15

—— .

When the headlight dimmer switch is
moved to the “Hj" position, the high
beam is on. When the headlight dimmer

switch is moved to the “Lo" position,
the low beam is on.

li-l-l-ll-rl-liillHt!I'l-I llllllllllll L]

TURN SIGNAL SWITCH

The turn signal switch @ is located on
the left handlebar grip switch housing.
It can be operated without taking the
hand off the handlebar grip. Tosignal a left
turn move the switch to the “L** position.
To signal a right turn move the switch
to the "R position. When the switch
IS moved within range @ In figure, turn
signal light flashes. When the switch is
moved beyond the range, the light flashes
and the warning buzzer sounds. This
buzzer is provided to tel| the rider that the
light is still flashing after a turn is made.




STEERING LOCK

The steering is IDEKEQL%EEEE’W;DESSAG“
itch 1) is in the !
ET’rwqurn the handlebar all the way mm}i?ﬁ
steering stop, enheOrFiFeﬁ ﬂrs;"[lﬁ}t:'lt' Pt
the key at the po , | It
cnunte%lnckwmg to the LOCK ep?tile
tion while pushing in and remwkwise
key. To unlock, turn the key cloc evenf

This locks the steering to help pr
theft.
ARNING: f 1
i Do not attempt to turn the key t_u :I*hc LI?CK
position while the motorcycle is in motion.

7% a L% -
7 /a8 ,

A

o

@ lgnition switch ) 5
@ Push in ® Turn to “Lock

HORN BUTTON

The horn button switch @ (pagel 15)
is located directly below the turn slgnai
switch 2. When the horn button switch
is pressed the horn will operate.

EEEEEE
AR N N NS RN NN RN
LELLLE

SEAT LOCK AND HELMET HOLDER
The seat lock @ is located on th:e Ic.n.:fer
right side of the seat. Insert the ignition
switch key and turn it counterclockwise
90° to unlock and open the seat.

The helmet holders (1) are located under
the seat. Open the seat, hang the helmet
“D" ring on a hook and lock the seat.

16

WARNING:

*  The seat is a double lock type. Make sure
that the seat is locked by pushing it down,
The helmet holder is designed for helmet
security while parking. Do not operate the
motorcycle with a helmet attached to the
holder as the helmet may interfere with the
rear wheel, causing damage to the helmet and
possible stoppage of the wheel.

k. '_".::;

@ Helmet holders @ Seat lock

17

DOCUMENT COMPARTMENT
The document compartment @) is locat-
ed under the seat.

Put the owner’s manual and other docu-

ments in the vinyl sack and place them
in the document compartment. When
washing your motorcycle, be careful not

to direct a stream of water at the bottom
of the seat.

1) Document compartment




THROTTLE GRIP ‘
Throttle control is at the right handlebar

grip @. Twisting the thrnttl:e grip inward
® opens the throttle and ‘mcreases the
engine rpm; twisting the grip outward ®
will close the throttle. When the throttle
grip is closed, a resistance will be felt.
At this point the engine speed shnu_ld
drop to idling (1000 rpm); if not, twist
grip further into the overriding, stroke. If

1) Front brake lever @ Throttle grip

R R —

the engine does not drop to the idle
speed, the throttle control EhDI...I|d be
adjusted by referring to the section on
THROTTLE CABLE ADJUSTMENT on

page 59,

B
(A ____(B)

~Overriding stroke

Point resistance

g ~ Throttle grip fully

closed position

Throttle grip

REAR BRAKE PEDAL

The rear brake pedal @ is located at the
right foot peg. Application of the rear
brake is affected by pressing the pedal
with a force proportional to the braking
effort required. If pedal free travel is
excessive, see page 69 for inspection and
servicing. Normal free travel is approxi-
mately 25 mm (1 in.).

CLUTCH LEVER

The clutch lever @ is located at the left
handlebar grip. Squeezing the lever
towards the handlebar grip disengages
the clutch. Gradually releasing the lever
will result in smooth clutch engagement.
The clutch lever should have 10~20
mm (0.4~0.8in.) free play measured

at the lever end. See page 5/ for adjust-
ment information.

—




GEAR CHANGE PEDAL

The gear change pedal @), Iuca_ted near
the left foot peg, is a progressive shift,
positive stop type, which means one fl:l||
stroke of the gear change pedal will shift
only one gear position. The shifting se-
quence is arranged as shown in the figure.
Shifting from the neutral position into low
gear (1st) is performed by pressing :[he
gear change pedal with the toe. Shifting

to 2nd, 3rd, 4th and top gear (5th) is
performed by progressively raising the
pedal. Shifting down to the lower gears
Is performed by progressively pressm.g
the pedal. The transmission neutral posi-
tion is located between 1st and 2nd gear.

23
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SHIFTING SEQUENCE

CAUTION::

During gear changes the clutch must be
disengaged and the throttle momentarily
closed to avoid excessive stress on the engine

and drive trajn components,

& &
""""" LLE R L] L]

KICK STARTER PEDAL

The kick starter pedal located at the right
side of the éngine can be used to start
the engine if the battery charge is too
low to crank the engine with the
electric starter. Operate the kick Starter
pedal with the right foot, starting from the
(op of the stroke and following through
with a rapid and continuous motion.
CAUTION:

Do not allow the Kick starter pedal to snap

back freely against the pedal stop as engine
Case damage could result.

21

CHOKE KNOB
The choke knob @ is located at the

When the choke knob is pulled out ®

the chokes are fully closed (Cold Engine
Starting Position)

@ Choke knob
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FUEL TANK

key and turn it clockwise, and then

The fuel tank capacity is 164 (4.2 U. S. turn the filler cap @ counterclockwise.

gallons) including the 44 (1.0 U. S.
gallons) in the reserve supply. 'I_'u open
the filler door (@, insert the ignition

(1) Fuel filler door
@) Fuel filler cap

22

Use low-lead or regular gasoline w:ith a
Research Octane number of 91 or l}:gha
or a Pump Octane number of 86 or higher.

NOTE: |
Pump Octane is the octane formula specified
by the Cost of Living Council,

When refueling, take care to exclude
dirt, water, or other contaminants from

the fuel tank.

WARNING: '
*  Gasoline is extremely flammable and is

explosive under certain conditions. REf!IE]
in a well ventilated area with the engine
stopped. Do not smoke or allow open flames
or sparks in the area where the motorcycle
is refueled or where gasoline is stored.

Do not overfill the tank (there should be
no fuel in the filler neck). After refueling,
make sure the filler cap is closed securely.
Gasoline is harmful or FATAL if swallowed.
Avoid repeated or prolonged contact with
skin or breathing of vapor, If gasoline is
swallowed, do not induce vomiting. Call a
physician immediately. KEEP OUT OF
REACH OF CHILDREN,

If the filler cap is replaced, use only a genuine
Honda replacement part or its equivalent,
Failure to use the proper part may cause g
serious malfunction,

FUEL VALVE

The fuel valve @ is located at the left
underside of the fuel tank. When the
fuel valve is in the “OFF" position, fuel
cannot flow from the fuel tank to the
carburetors. The fyel valve should be
set in the "OFF" Position when the
motorcycle is parked. Turning the fuel
valve to the "QN" position allows fyel
to flow to the carburetors from the main

OFF

23

@ Fuel valve




fuel supply. Turning the fuel valve to the
“RES" position allows fuel to ﬂm:u from
the reserve supply. When the main fuel
supply is exhausted, the fuel valve should
be turned to the “RES" position to ali?w
you to proceed to the nearest service

station.

NOTE:
Do not operate the machine with the fuel
valve in the reserve position after refueling,
Or you will defeat the purpose of the reserve
fuel supply.

29

ENGINE OJL HECOMMENDATION
USE HONDA 4-STROKE OjL OR
EQUIVALENT.

Use only high detergent, premium quality
motor oil certified to meet or exceed US
automobile manufacturer’s requirements
for Service Classification SE.

Motor oils intended for Service SE wijj
show this designation on the container.
The regular use of special oil additives js
Unnecessary and wil| only increase ope.
rating expenses.

Engine oil should be changed at the in-
'ervals prescribed in the Maintenance
Schedule on page 38,

NOTE:
Engine oil is g major factor affecting the
performance and service life of the engine,
Non-detergent ang low quality oils are Spe-
cifically not recommended,

25

Viscosity
Viscosity selection should be based on the
average atmospheric temperature in your
riding area. Change to the Proper viscosity
oil whenever the cha Nges in average

Recommended viscosity :
General, al| temperatures

SAE 10W-40

| =
Alternate : _1\——1: -
SAf 30
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WARNING:
Take care not to let water enter the muffler

or the brake system when washing the motor-
cycle. Water in the muffler may cause poor
starting and wet brakes may reduce brake

efficiency.
Prior to starting your motorcycle, perform
a general inspection as a matter of habit
to make sure that the motorcycle is in
good, safe riding condition. This inspec-
tion will only require a few minutes and
can save you much time and expense in
the long run.
Check the following items, and if adjust-
ment or servicing is necessary, refer to the
appropriate section in the manual.
1. ENGINE OIL LEVEL—-Measure oil level
and add oil if necessary (page 42).
2. FUEL—-Check fuel level and fill tank
If low (page 22).

26

3. BRAKES—Check operation of front
and rear brakes. Adjust free play if

necessary (Pages 64-71).

4. TIRES—-Adjust to correct pressure and

check for tire damage (pages 74-75).

5. DRIVE CHAIN-Check condition of
chain and measure chain slack. Adjust
if drive chain slack is incorrect. Lu-
bricate if drive chain appears dry.
Replace if drive chain is badly worn
or damaged (Pages 59-63).

6. THROTTLE-Check throttle operation
In all steering positions. Adjust if free
play is incorrect. Replace or correct

cable routing if throttle does not
operate freely in all steering positions

(page 55).
7. LIGHTING EQUIPMENT-Check head-

light and tail/stoplight. Replace any
bulb which fails to light(pages87-91).

Qe e STAR TING THE ENGINE e T

NOTE:

The electrical system of the CB550K is de-

signed to prevent electric starting if the trans-
mission is in gear, unless the clutch is djs-
engaged. However, it is recommended that
the transmission be placed in neutral before
attempting to start the engine.

COLD ENGINE STARTING

PROCEDURE

1. Turn the fuel tank valve to the “"ON"
position.

2. Insert the key into the ignition switch
and turn to the “ON" position. En-
sure that the transmission is in neutral
E!I"ld that the GREEN neutral indicator
light in the indicator panel is lit. Also
at this time the RED oil pressure
warning light should be it If
the light fails to come on, the con-

27

n_:acti::m should be checked for an open
Circuit and the bulb checked and
replaced if burned out.

3. Make sure that the engine stop switch
Is in the "RUN"’ position.

4. Pull the choke knob out to the fully
closed position.

5. Close the throttle grip  and press
the starter button. If the eéngine does
not start within 5 Seconds, release
the starter button and allow the starter
motor to rest for approximately 10
seconds before pressing the starter
button again. If the engine does not
start readily with the electric starter,
use the kick starter pedal to start the
engine (refer to page 21).

If the engine fails to start after severg|
repeated attempts, turn off the ignition




switch and push the choke knob in to CAUTION:

the fully open position, open the
throttle fully and crank the engine
using the kick starter pedal. Turn the
ignition switch to the "ON’* position
and follow the starting procedure
outlined in steps 1 through 5; how-
ever, at this time the use of the choke

IS not necessary,

6. After the engine starts, operate at

2,000~3,000 rpm until the engine idle
is stabilized and the engine responds
to the throttle when the choke is

open.

WARNING:
Exhaust contains poisonous carbon mon-
oxide gas. Avoid inhalation of exhaust gases.
Never run the engine in a closed garage or
confined area.

28

The oil pressure warning lamp should go
off within a few seconds after the engine
is started. If the lamp remains lighted, turn
off the engine immediately. Check and correct
the oil level as necessary. If the oil level
is adequate, do not operate the motorcycle until
the lubrication system has been examined by
a qualified mechanic.

STARTING IN EXTRE

ot s MELY coLD
F'rlme.: the engine before starting by
cranking several times with the kick
starter pedal. The ignition switch or
handlebar engine stop switch should be
turned off. The choke should be fully
closed and the throttle opened. Follow

lthe: Procedure for COLD ENGINE START-
NG.

WARM ENGINE STARTING
CEDURE

_When _the engine is to be re-started while
It 1s still warm, pProceed with the COLD
ENGINE STARTING PROCEDURE: how-

ever, the use of the choke is not neces-
sary.

PRO-

29

wmi BREAK-IN PROCEDURE ity

fﬁ.careful break-in procedure during the
Initial mileage period will Measurably
extend the service life of the engine
During this crucijal period the m:::tnrcyciel
must not be driven at fyl| power over
extended distances nor should it pe

driven too slowly. The general rules are
as follows:

1. Ma:h:imum continuous engine speed
during the first 1,000 km (600 miles)
must not exceed 5,000 rpm (60%
speed in the respective gears).

2. Increase the maximum continuous

engine speed by 2 000 rem between
odometer readings of 1,000 km (600
miles) and 1,600 km (1,000 miles).
Drive briskly, vary speeds frequently,




and use full throttle for short spurts i RIDING THE MOTORCYCLE

only. Do not exceed 7,000 rpm.

. Bear in mind never to lug the engine
with heavy throttle at low engine
speeds. This rule is applicable not
only during break-in but at all times.

. Upon reaching an odometer reading
of 1,600 km(1,000 miles), you can
subject the motorcycle to full throttle
operation; however, do not exceed
9,300 rpm at any time (observe RED
ZONE limit on tachometer).

CAUTION::

Do not exceed 7,000 rpm when running the
engine without a load.

WARNING:

Exhaust pipes and mufflers become very
hot during operation and remain sufficiently
hot to inflict burns if touched, even after
shutting off the engine. Wear clothing which
will completely cover the legs while riding
and avoid any contact with unshielded portions
of the exhaust system.

NOTE:

#

Be sure that all required equipment as specified
by local laws and regulations is installed on
the motorcycle and operable, before riding
on public streets and highways.

Do not wear loose clothing which may catch
on control levers, kick starter, foot pegs,
drive chain, wheels and tires.

1. After the engine has been warmed

up, the motorcycle is ready for riding.

2. While the engine is idling, pull in the
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4. When the motorcycle attains a speed

clutch lever and press the gear change

5. This sequence is repeated to progres-
pedal to shift into low gear (1st).

sively shift to 3rd, 4th and top gear

(5th).
WARNING:

Ensure that the side stand is retracted before

riding the motorcycle, CAUTION:

Failure to retract the stand may interfere *
with an attempted left turn and cause serious
control problems,

When changing gears, the clutch must be
disengaged and the throttle momentarily
closed to avoid over-revving the engine and
over-stressing the drive train Components,

*  To avoid battery discharge, do pot coast
for a long distance with the transmission
in neutral,

The battery wil charge when the engine
speed is over 3,200 rpm. Do not allow the
engine to idle for long periods. When the
battery is low, Operate the motorcycle at
engine speeds of aboye 3,200 rpm for a while.

3. Slowly release the clutch lever and at
the same time gradually increase the
engine speed by opening the throttle. *
Coordination of the throttle and clutch
will assure a smooth, positive start of
the motorcycle.

of approximately 16 kph (10 mph),
Close the throttle, pull in the clutch
lever and shift to 2nd gear by raising
the gear change pedal.

When decelerating the motorcycle co-
ordination of the throttle and the front
and rear brakes is most important,
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1. The smooth gradual application of

both the front and rear brakes together
with the required throttle coordination
will, under most conditions, assure
positive speed reduction and stability.
As the motorcycle speeds are reduced,
It is common practice to downshift the
transmission progressively into the
gear appropriate for the speed of the
motorcycle. This assures maximum
control through better braking effec-
tiveness and acceleration when neces-

sary.

. For maximum deceleration and brak-
ing, simultaneously close the throt-
tle, disengage the clutch and apply
both the front and rear brakes, as the
motorcycle comes to a stop. This
maneuver requires smooth coordina-
tion of the controls and to maintain
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skill it should be practiced frequently.
Independent application of either the
front or rear brake is possible, but if
only one brake is applied strongly
enough to lock the respective wheel,
braking effectiveness is greatly reduc-
ed and control of the motorcycle is
difficult.

WARNING:

b

When riding in wet or rainy conditions, or
on loose surfaces, the ability to maneuver
and stop will be reduced. For your safety,
exercise extreme caution when braking, accel-
erating, or turning,

When descending a long, steep grade, down-
shift and use engine compression together with
intermittent applications of both brakes to
slow the motorcycle down. Avoid continuous
use of the brakes which may result in over-
heating and reduction of braking efficiency.

E .
AUJ{:‘G:;; coee Wik E“gine “m and o AR PARK'NG S T
not tow the motorcycle unless the drive chain

has been removed. Even with the gears in
neutral, the transmission is only properly
lubricated when the engine is running. Inade-

quate lubrication may damage the transmi-
ssion,

When parking the motorcycle, push in
and turn the ignition switch to the
“Lock™ position and remove the key.
Turn the fuel valve to the “OFF" posi-
tion. When parking at night near traffic,
the ignition switch can be turned to the
"PARKING™ position and the key re-
moved (see page 13). This will turn

on the taillight and make the motorcycle
more visible to traffic.

WARNING:

Park the motorcycle on firm, level ground,

Failure to do so could result ip damage
to the machine.




s SAFE RIDI NG

1. Always make a pre-riding inspection

prior to riding your motorcycle (See
page 26).

2. Never ride a motorcycle without a

helmet and it is recommended that
the motorcyclist wears boots, gloves
eye protection, and bright clothing 1o
further enhance rider safety,

3. Handlebar fairings and luggage racks

or saddle bags may adversely affect
the handling characteristics of the
motorcycle. Extra care must be taken
in loading and riding  motorcycles
with this equipment

Do not exceed the vehicle load limit
shown on the tire information label.

4. Place both hands on the handlebars

and your feet on the foot pegs while
riding. Encourage 3 passenger to hold

SUGG ESTIONS T L LT

onto to the driver or the motorcycle
with both hands and to use the pas-
senger foot pegs.

5. Obey all federal and local regulations.
Use the headlight anytime while riding
to make the motorcycle more visible
to other motorists.

6. It is recommended that you become
familiar with your new HONDA CB
950K by riding in an uncongested area
before riding on the public roadways.

/. Be sure to signal when making a turn
or changing lanes

8. Do not ride on the roadway shoulder.
Remember a motorcyclist should al-
ways preserve nature and respect

property.
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VARNING: Loading Accessories 2. Luggage racks are primarily for light-

;l:*m addition of accessories and cargo to weight items, l'}veriuading the rack will
*r‘s motorcycle can create an unsafe cop- adversely affect the handling Bulky items
;:f:tmn by changing the motorcycle’s stahj. located too far behind the rider wi]::r cauI:e
ity :and handling t:ha_ratteristics, and de- aerodynamic disturbance affecting stability
creasing the safe Operating speed, The factory Luggage racks must not he mounted t-
cannot test each accessory and all possihle the rear fender, ’
t:‘ﬂmhmatmns to make specific recommenda- 3. Visually check to determine that th
Imns.. The operator must be personally re- accessory does not reduce the agmun:
spunsuh{e for his safety and the safety of clearance or decrease the banking angle
others involyed. Be aware that extreme care 4. Make sure cargo is secure ang ill b t
must he_ taken when selecting and installing shift while riding. Recheck secu _“" “‘i'
Accessories, adding Cargo, and riding a motor. odically, e
;_}'EIE equipped w:_lh laccessuries and cargo 5. Additional weight should not be attached
hese genera] guidelines are given to aid to the handlebars o front forks bec
1helnp|:.-ratur in deciding whether or how tg it increases the steering moment of in:rlt'?:
equip his mumn:}'-‘:lja. and can adversely affect the handling
l. Keep cargo weight concentrated low and characteristics,
close tﬂ' the motorcycle to minimize the 6. Accessories which modify the operator’s
than‘ge ml th.e motorcycle’s center of riding position may increase reaction time
gravity. Distribute the weight equally op and affect handling
bm:hh sides of the machine. Total cargo 7. Additional electrical equipment may oyer-
weight should not exceed 27.2 kg (60 Ibs,), load the motorcycle’s electrical system
35




causing an unsafe condition.

. Large surfaces such as fairings, wind-
shields, backrests, and luggage are sub-
ject to aerodynamic forces which can
adversely affect the handling. An im-
properly designed or improperly mounted
fairing or windshield can create aerodynamic
lift on the front of the machine. For the
same size and shape, frame mounted
fairings have less effect on the handling
than do handlebar or fork mounted fairings,
Handlebar and fork mounted fairings
are not recommended,

T MAINTENANCE ﬂ

. [MAI NTENANCE SCHEDULE RO o

T'he mileage intervals shown in the MAIN-
TENANCE SCHEDULE are intended as a
Juide for establishing regular mainte-
lance and lubrication periods for your
Honda. Sustained severe or high speed
Jperation under adverse conditions wil|
necessitate more frequent servicing. To
letermine specific recommendations for
-onditions under which you use your
Notorcycle, consult your authorized
1onda dealer. |f your motorcycle js
Jverturned or involved in a collision, have
/our Honda dealer carefully inspect the
Major components, e.g. frame, suspension
and steering parts, for misalignment or
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damage to ensure further safe operation.

CAUTION :

To maintain the safety and reliability of
your HONDA motorcycle do not modify the
motorcycle and use genuine HONDA parts or
their equivalent when servicing or repairing.
The use of other replacement parts which
are not of equivalent quality may impair
the operation of vyoyr motorcycle.

WARNING :
To prevent personal injury, always make
certain the engine is stopped and the motor-
cycle is supported Securely on a level surface
prior to performing any maintenance.

u
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MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE

Perform Pre-Ride Inspection (Page 26) at each maintenance period.

m) | ODOMETER READING [NOTE (2)]

\_ FREQUENCY ‘ el

S | FIRST
ITEM R"“&H_ 3
e EVERY

.

ENGINE OIL YEAR R

" REPLACE EVERY
1,800 mi. (3,000 km)

ENGINEOILFILTER | YEAR 'R

R

_* ENGINE OIL SCREEN
AIR CLEANER NOTE(1) |

SPARK PLUGS

* FUEL LINES Jr

* VALVE CLEARANCE

_* CONTACT BREAKER POINTS

!
1
* IGNITION TIMING | o
* CAM CHAIN TENSION A

* THROTTLE OPERATION
+ CARBURETORS IDLE SPEED |

|
g
|

t
|

* CARBURETORS CHOKE/FIRST
IDLE

= | | 5 e

|
l

| | i

| * CARBURETORS-SYNCHRONIZE I

R
I
R
1
1
I
A
0

I
1
I

| —

I
.

I :INSPECT, CLEAN, ADJUST, OR REPLACE IF NECESSARY.
C :CLEAN

R :REPLACE

A : ADJUST
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~ FREQUENCY

WHICHEVER *

ODOMETER READING [NOTE (2)] |

3 COMES

| FIRST

. ITEM . 3

i EVERY

- DRIVE CHAIN NOTE (3) ggﬁrﬂp'rl EVERY | p "
. ' ; s =1 Imi.

— BATTERY ELECTROLYTE | Nt T
L BRAKEFLUID LEVEL MONTH il e 1 —Fhge83 |
SRARLFLUD T 2 YEARS Tt L | Pageéd

_ BRAKE SHOE/PAD WEAR T _|_Page 66
_ BRAKEFREE PLAY T 11— ———1 [ Page6g 70
__* BRAKE LIGHT SWITCH ~— T+ 1L [ Page6y
__* HEADLIGHT AIM T T 1t——t1 | I | Pagesg |
___g_LFE{llFREE PLAY = —; —1— II L Pageg7
IDE STAND ~—f——+ I | PageS7 |
. pemamSEmSEEEE i
__* NUTS, BOLTS, FASTENERS = L | I [ Page79,81 |
% WHEELS/SPOKES = < o -
** STEERING HEAD BEARING SR S —: L Page73 |
I i | o
—— 1 =t J

““IN THE INTEREST OF SAFETY. WE REC : BE § g
SAFETY, OMMEND THESE ITEMS BE SERVICED ONLy

AUTHORIZED HONDA DE

* SHOULD BE SERVICED BY AN AUTHORIZED
; HON
TOOLS AND IS MECHANICALLY QUALIFIED,

NOTES: (1) More frequent service may be required when riding in dusty area.

(2) For higher odometer readi
(3) Initial service perjod Zﬁ% ;‘:ﬁ:; fﬁpﬁﬂt at the frequency

interval established here

BY AN

DA DEALER, UNLESS THE OWNER HAS PROPER
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ENGINE OIL

1. Changing Oil and Oil Filter Element

Engine oil is the chief factor affecting the
performance and service life of the en-
gine. The oil recommended on page 25
should be used and always maintained
at the proper level. The oil and oil filter
should be changed according to the
schedule shown on page 38. Perform
the engine oil change in the following
manneyr.

Drain the oil while the engine is still
warm, as this will assure complete and
rapid draining.

a. Place an empty 0il drain pan under
the crankcase to catch the oil. Remove
the drain plug @ with a 17 mm wrench
and drain the oil. Also remove the

oill filter bolt @ (page 41) and the
filter element.

b. After the oil has been drained from
the crankcase, operate the kick starter
pedal several times to drain all residual

=

L

@ Crankcase drain plug
40

@ Oil filter bolt

oil remaining in the oil system pass-
ages.

When the oil has been completely
drained, reinstall the crankcase drain
plug, making sure that the drain plug
sealing washer is in good condition.

‘Install the oil filter element and
tighten the filter cover, making sure

41

the cover seal is in good condition.
At the initial 600 miles service remove
and discard the original oil filter ele-
ment and install a new filter element.
Thereafter, it is recommended that 3

new filter element be installed ey
er
3,600 miles, :

Fill the crankcase with approximately
3.26(34 U. S qt.)of premium quality,
SE, SAE 10W-40 oil or its equivalent.
Start the engine and Operate ﬁ:-r
several minutes. Stop the engine and
check the oil leve| with the filler cap
dipstick @ (page 42): however, when
making this check, do not screw in
the cap. Oil level should be between
the upper @ and lower @ level marks
on the dipstick. When checking the
oil make certain that the motorcycle
is in an upright and level position.




CAUTION
Check the oil level frequently.

If the oil is below the lower level mark on
the dipstick, fill to the upper level mark
before operating the engine,

When operating the motorcycle in unusually
dusty

™

*

conditions, o0il changes must be

@ Filler cap dipstick
@ Lower level mark

2 Upper level mark

performed at more frequent intervals than
that which is specified in the maintenance

schedule.

The oil change interval for your HONDA
engine is based on the use of oils that
meet the requirements indicated in the
section ENGINE OIL RECOMMENDA.-
TION on page 25. Qil change intervals
longer than those listed in the MAIN-
TENANCE SCHEDULE will result in 2
serious reduction of engine life and may
affect HONDA obligation under the pro-
visions of the new motorcycle warranty.

2. Qil Pressure Check

To test the condition of the oi pump,
it is recommended that an oil pressure
check be performed periodically. check
requires a special oil pressure gauge it

should be done at your HONDA dealer,

3. Cleaning 0ij Pump Strainer

The oil PUMDP strainer s located under
the oil Pump inside the Crankcase oij| pan.
Ren'{uve the crankcase oij Pan by re-
mnvri‘!g the retaining bolts. Dismant|e
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SPARK PLUGS

Standard Spark plugs:

U.S.A. model:
D7EA ( NGK) or

Canadian model:

DR7ES (NGK) or X22ESR-U (ND)
For most riding conditions thjs spark

X22ES-U (ND)

going to be
Operated for extended periods at extre-

mely hl:Qh Speeds and near maximum
. the spark plugs

Servicing
follows:

a. Detach the spark Plug lead and re-

move the SPark plug with the special
wrench provided in the tool kit. |

of the spark plug is as




b.

: N:
Inspect the electrodes and center CAUTIO!

.
porcelain of the spark plug for depo-
sits, eroded electrodes, or r.::arb-:‘:-n
fouling. If the spark plug deposits are
heavy, or the electrodes appear to be
eroded excessively, replace the spark i
plug. If the spark plug is carboned or
wet fouled, the plug can be cleaned
with a spark plug cleaner. }Nhen
spark plug cleaner is not available,
use a stiff wire brush to remove
carbon. Wash with solvent and dry.

Adjust the spark plug gap @ to
0.6-0.7 mm_ (0.024-0.028 in.). The
gap can easured with a feeler
gauge. Th®%adjustment is made by
bending the negative (grounded) elec-
trode @), )

When installing ‘the
should be first screwed
and then torqued with
1/2 to 3/4 turns.

spark plug, it
in finger tight
the wrench

4

Spark plugs must be securely tightened. An
improperly tightened plug can become w;ery

hot and possibly cause damage to the engine,
Never use a spark plug with a heat range

that is not recommended for this motorcycle.

Do not attempt to dry or remove soot from i
the spark plug by burning the tip.

|

) Spark plug gap
@ Negative electrode

card or chemical point

'SNITION TIMING ADJUSTMENT

ontact breaker point gap must be ad-

‘usted before the ignition timing adjust-
nent is performed. Any change in gap
vill affect ignition timing.

. Contact Breaker Point Gap Ad-
justment

Remove the point cover.

0. Open contact points @) with finger
or small screwdriver blade and ex-
amine for pitting. If pitted or burned,
the points should be replaced and the
condensers checked. A gray dis-
Coloration js normal and can be re-
Moved with a point file. Filing should
be done carefully. Clean the point
Contacts after filing with a clean piece
of unwaxed Paper such as a business

cleaner.

in the clock-

the position

d.

Rotate the crankshaft
Wise direction to find
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where each breaker
maximum and check
ness gauge.
d. The standard gap is 0.3-04 mm
(0.012-0.016 in.).
€.  When adjustment IS necessary, loos-
en the contact breaker Plate locking
Screws (2 and move the Contact breaker
plate to achieve the correct gap. When
Properly adjusted, retighten the |ock-
Ing screws (@)
RS -,

point gap is at
with a thick-

......

l ﬁ ‘1\ ;
R AN

il

@ Contact breaker Points

@ Contact breaker Piate locking screws




2.

Ignition Timing Adjustment

Do not perform this operation until point
gaps have been adjusted.

d.

Rotate the crankshaft in the clock-
wise direction and align the “F" tim-
ing mark @ (1.4 cylinder @) to the
timing index mark @). At this time

the contact breaker points @should

@ "“F" mark
@ Cylinder number

@ 1.4 cylinder breaker points
® Contact breaker base plate

just start to open. To determine
accurately the exact moment of point
opening, a timing light should be
connected across the 1.4 cylinder

breaker points @).
If the timing of the breaker point

opening is incorrect (too early or too

late), adjustment is made by loosen-

Base plate locking screws
@ Contact breaker right base plate
® Right base plate locking screws
2.3 cylinder breaker points

ing the three base plate locking
SCrews and carefully rotating the
base plate ® until the timing light
flickers. Tighten the base plate locking
screws.

VOTE:

C

Rotating the base plate clockwise will retard
ignition timing. Counterclockwise rotation
will advance ignition timing. Time the ignition
to the “F” mark as advanced or retarded
timing may cause engine damage.

Next, connect the timing light to
2.3 cylinder breaker points @. Rotate
the crankshaft 180° (1/2 turn) in the
clockwise direction and align the “F"
(2.3 cylinder) timing mark to the index
mark @. If the timing light flickers or
does off when these marks come into
Perfect alignment, no adjustment s
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necessary. If the moment of point
opening is incorrect, loosen the two
(2.3 cylinder) right base plate locking
screws and make the adjustment
in the same manner as in step “b".

Recheck the contact breaker point
gaps and the ignition timing. This
static timing procedure js relatively
accurate if done with Care, however,
for best results g Stroboscopic timing
light should be used so that both the
retarded and advanced €ngine ignition
timing can be checked. Your HONDA
dealer has this equipment and can
perform this operation fo: you.

CAUTION:

This ignition timing adjustment procedure
must be made with care as advanced or
retarded timing may cause engine damage.
For best results, consult Your Honda Dealer.




VALVE TAPPET CLEARANCE
ADJUSTMENT

Excessive valve clearance will cause
tappet noise, and negative clearance will
prevent valves from closing and cause
valve damage and power loss. There-
fore, valve tappet clearance should be
maintained properly. Perform the valve
tappet c'earance check at the specified
intervals.

NOTE: .

*  The c}*iin:lers‘ are numbered 1-4 from the
left side of the rider’s position.

*  The check or adjustment of the tappet clearance
should be performed while the engine is cold,
The clearance may tend to increase as the
temperature rises.

a. Turn fuel valve to the “OFE" posi-
tion, remove the fuel line from the

away from the rear tank mount. Raise
the back of the fuel tank slightly and
pull the tank back until it clears the
forward tank mounts. Remove and
set the tank aside.

b. Remove the ignition breaker point
cover and the eight tappet adjusting
hole caps @. (page 49)

c. While slowly rotating the crankshaft

:'fl *.:"f . .'..' -

clockwise with the kick starter pedal,
watch the #1 cylinder intake valve
tappet. When this tappet goes down
all the way and then starts to lift, you
must then watch for the alignment of
the index mark @ and the “T* mark
@r: Check the 1.4 cylinder mark @. In
this position, the piston in #1 cylinder

4) Tappet adjusting screw

will be at T, D, C. (tnp-dead-center)
pf the compression stroke and the
Intake and exhaust valves in the
cylinder should be fully closed.

. Check the clearance of both valves

by inserting the feeler gauge
between the tappet adjusting screw
@ and the valve stem. |f ‘he clearance
IS Correct there will be 2 ﬁifgh;: drag or
res_lstance as the gauge js inserted.
Adjustment is necessary if ‘he clear-
ance is too small or cxcessive,

The standard tappet clears ‘
, nce js
IN 0.05 mm (0.002 in)
EX 0.08 mm (0.003 in.)

- Adjustment is made by loosening

the tappet screw lock nut @ and

® Lock nut

® Feeler gauge
D Hole cap

@ Index mark @ “T" mark
@ 1.4 cylinder mark

fuel valve body, raise the seat and pull
the rear fuel tank rubber mounting

turning the adjusting screw @ until
there is a sl‘ight dl’ﬂg on the feeler
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gauge ®. Hold the tappet adjusting above, then follow steps “d" and “e". FUEL VALVE FILTER CAM CHAIN ADJUSTMENT

screw in this position and tighten the The fuel filter s incorporated in the A loose cam chain will cause the valve
lock nut ®. Recheck the clearance g. Valve tappet adjustment for 2.3 cy- fuel valve which is mounted on the timing to change, resulting in poor per-
with the gauge, linder can be performed as in steps Dottom side of the fuel tank at the left formance. |t will also cause excessive

‘c” through “e" however, the 2.3 side. Accumulation of dirt in the filter engine noise.
f. To check or adjust the clearance of cylinder mark @ must show (not 1.4 will restrict the flow of the fuel and cause
#4 cylinder valves rotate the crank- mark) when the index mark 1 and ''€ carburetors to malfunction; therefore, 2 Set the Crankshaft to T.D.C. “‘?P'
shaft clockwise one fyl| turn (360°) “T" mark @ are aligned. The #2 e fuel filter should be serviced peri- dead'ﬂeﬂtﬂf) ﬂf_ the  compression
and align the marks as in step “c” cylinder intake tappet should be watch. dically by your authorized Honda de-  Stroke with the kick starter pedal.
| ed (not £1). aler,

b. Adjustment is made by loosening
the tensioner lock nut 4. This will
dUtomatically release the tensioner
SCrew (2, applying the Proper tension
(o the cam chaiq,

h. To check or adjust £#3 cylinder tap-
pets, rotate the crankshaft one full
turn (360°) and align the marks as

) e _ In step “g” above, then follow steps

‘ * ._ “d" and e C. After completing the adjustment,

ey V(e )o % ) i. Install all tappet adjusting hole caps, II' tighten the lock nut ),
Do not overtighten

. .r "' ‘
I J:J ol 4 'F. :"'

_ 2 - 'I NOTE:
@ Index mark @ "T" mark | Do not apply excessive Pressure on the tep-
@ 2.3 cylinder mark | sioner screw,

() bY|




@ Lock nut
@ Tensioner Screw

AIR CLEANER

Air cleaner element cleaning and/or
replacement depends on  motorcycle
operating conditions. Your HONDA dea-
ler can help you to determine the fre-
quency of cleaning and replacing the
element.

A device is built in the bottom of the
air cleaner case @ to separate oil from
the crankcase breather tube. Clean the

——

@ Wing nuts @ Air cleaner cover

/urethane element of the device at b.

3 Air cleaner case

1€ same time you clean the air cleaner.
. Raise the seat and remove the wing
nuts @ to remove the air cleaner cover
2 (page 52).

@ Retaining clip
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Lift out the air cleaner element re-
taining clip @. Remove the air cleaner
element & and clean it by tapping
lightly to loosen dust. By using a soft
brush, the remaining dust can be
brushed from the outer element sur-
face or blown away by @'ppiying
COmpressed air from the inside of the
element as shown in the illustration.

® Air cleaner element

E




c. Remove the element cover (6),

d. Remove the polyurethane element @
from the element cover and wash it
in clean solvent, Squeeze out excess
solvent and then dry the element
thoroughly.

e. To install the air cleaner, assemble
in the reverse order of disassembly.

Element cover

WARNING:
Gasoline or low flash point solvents are
explosive and highly flammable and must
not be used to clean the breather element.
Fire or explosion could result.

CAUTION:;
Check the drain pipe for clogging.

@ Polyurethane efer_ne'

Standard throttle grip play is approxi-
mately 10-15° of the grip rotation.
Ihis play can be attained by adjustment
Ol the grip play adjuster @)

Loosen the grip play adjuster lock nut O)
and turn the adjuster in either direction
[0 obtain the grip free play rotation of
Retighten the lock nut.

10-15°
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Before making adjustments to the carburetor,
be sure the ignition system is functioning
properly and the engine has good compression,
Do not attempt to compensate for other
faults by carburetor adjustment.

Quadruple piston type carburetors are

Mmounted on the cylinder head to provide

independent carburetion to the respec-

tive cylinders. Both the chokes and the
throttles are linked to operate all four
carburetors simultaneously.

1. Before making the idle adjustment
the engine must be at operating tem-
Perature. Turn the stop screw @ (page
O6) on the throttle linkage, which is
dccessible from the right side, to ob-
tain the proper idle speed. Turn the
Screw in the @ direction to Increase
the speed.

2. After performing the adjustment 5.



bove, if the proper idle speed cannot
be obtained or if the exhaust back
pressures from the cylinders are not
uniform, the carburetors require in-
dividual adjustment and synchroni-

zation.

NOTE:
Carburetor synchronization requires the use

of special instruments and should be per-
formed by an authorized Honda dealer.

(1) Stop screw
@ Increase the speed
@ Decrease the speed
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CLUTCH ADJUSTMENT

'€ clutch must be adjusted so that the
-l'gine can be completely disengaged
!'-.";Im the transmission, but not to the
point where the clutch will slip when
the machine is accelerating.

The clutch and clutch cable should be
ddjusted to provide 10~20mm (0.4~0.8

L Clutch adjuster locking nut
+ Clutch adjuster
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in.) free play measured at the tj
tip of
the clutch lever. :

To adjust, perform the following steps:

a. F:lutch adjustment is made by loosen-
Ing the clutch adjuster locking nut
® and turning the adjuster @ to align
tﬁhe alignment marks @ on the actuat-
'Ng arm and engine side cover.

P
-..’u.l .-'.

@ Alignment marks

i




b. Minor adjustment can be made at
both adjusters at the upper and lower
ends of the clutch cable. Loosen the
lock nut ® (® at the lower end) at
the clutch lever and turn the cable
adjuster bolt @ (@ nut at the lower
end). Turning the cable adjuster bolt
(nut at the lower end) clockwise ®
will increase the play in the clutch

@) Cluteh cable adjuster bolt (8 Lock nut

lever, turning in the ® direction will
decrease the play. Do not forget to
tighten the lock nut after completing
the adjustment.

c. After the adjustment has been made,
check to see that the clutch is not
slipping and is properly disengaging.

(6 Lock nut
@ Clutch cable adjuster nut

b

m—

-lart the engine, pull in the clutch
=ver and shift into gear. There should
D€ no excessive grinding from the
transmission, and the machine should
not begin to creep forward. Drive the
machine to check for grabbing or

slipping.

DRIVE CHAIN INSPECTION, AD-
JUSTMENT AND LUBRICATION

The service life of the drive chain is de-
pendent upon proper lubrication and ad-
Justment. Proper maintenance will help
to extend the service life and ensure
Smooth power transmission to the rear
wheel. Poor maintenance can cause
Premature wear or damage to the drive
chain and sprockets.

The drive chain must be checked, and
serviced as necessary, after the first 200
miles of operation, and at least every
600 miles thereafter. If your CBB50K is
Opcrated at sustained high speeds, or
under conditions of frequent rapid ac-
Celeration, the drive chain must be
serviced more often.

1. Inspection
Place the motorcycle on the center
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stand, with the transmission in neutral.
Turn the rear wheel slowly, and inspect
the drive chain and sprockets for any of
the following conditions:

DRIVE CHAIN

« Damaged Rollers

» Loose Pins

* Dry or Rusted Links

* Kinked or Binding Links
» Lxcessive Wear

+ Improper Adjustment

SPROCKETS

« Excessively Worn Teeth
* Broken or Damaged Teeth

A drive chain with damaged rollers or
loose pins must be replaced. A chain
which appears dry, or shows signs of
rust, requires supplemental |ubrication.
Kinked or binding links should be
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thoroughly lubricated and worked free.
If links cannot be freed, the chain must
be replaced.

NOTE:
Never install a new drive chain on badly worn
sprockets, or use new sprockets with a badly
worn drive chain. Both chain and sprockets
must be in good condition, or the new replace-
ment chain or sprockets will wear rapidly.

Damaged Sprocket Teeth . Worn Sprocket Teeth
e B

Normal. Sprocket Teath

O

Jrive Chain Adjustment

''ve chain slack should be checked and
ljusted as necessary after the first 200
niles of operation and at least every
0 miles thereafter. CB550K motor-
Cvcles operated at sustained high speeds,
0" under conditions of frequent rapid

dtceleration, may require more frequent
" ."'-\. E}\. - ry i -t b .

L

Cotter pin @ Axle nut @ t:n:k nut
Drive chain adjusting bolt
' Index mark ® Chain adjuster plate
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adjustment.

The procedure for drive chain adjustment
Is as follows:

a. Place the motorcycle on its center
stand, with the transmission in neutral.
The engine should be stopped.

b. Remove the cotter pin @ from the
rear axle nut @, and loosen the nut.

C. }_Dﬂsen lock nuts @ on both ad-
Justing bolts @).

Turn both adjusting bolts an equal
number of turns until the correct
drive chain tension is Obtained. Turn




adjusting bolts clockwise to tighten
the chain, or counterclockwise to
provide more slack.

Adjust to provide approximately 20 mm
(3/4 in.) of chain slack at a point
midway between the drive sprocket and
the rear wheel sprocket. Rotate the
rear wheel and recheck slack at other
sections of the chain. Slack must not
be less than 20 mm (3/4 in.) at a point
midway between the sprockets, regard-
less of the chain section at which
the measurement is taken.

e. Check rear axle alignment with the
index marks on the rear swinging arm.
Both left and right marks should corre-
spond. If the axle appears misaligned,
turn the left or right adjusting bolt
until marks correspond on both sides
of the rear swinging arm.

f. Tighten both adjusting bolt lock nuts.
g. Tighten the axle nut and install a

CAUTION:
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h. Check rear brake pedal free travel.

i. Remove the motorcycle from its center

new cotter pin.

Always replace used cotter pins with new ones.

When the rear wheel is repositioned
to adjust drive chain slack, brake
pedal free travel is also affected. Refer
to page 69 for rear brake adjustment
instructions.

stand. While sitting on the machine,
roll it forward or backward to be
certain there are no tight spots in the
chain.

With the motorcycle on its wheels and
laden with the rider’s weight, the rear
swinging arm moves toward a horizo-
ntal position, and drive chain slack

‘ctreases.  Drive chain slack should
"ot be less than 13 mm (1/2in.) with
12 motorcycle on its wheels and laden.

3. Drive Chain Lubrication
Normally rear drive chain lubrication is
Performed without removing the chain,
al the time of chain adjustment.
More frequent inspection and servicing

'S Tequired under severe operating con-
ditions.
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a. The CB550K is equipped with the

endless type drive chain that requires
periodic inspection. |If dirty or rusted,
clean with a brush and solvent, wipe
and dry with a clean rag. Inspect the
chain for wear (sloppy joints), stiffness
and binding at the joints, and broken
Or separated rollers. Apply a liberal
dmount of good engine oil or chain
lubricant.
If damaged or worn, the chain should
be replaced. Replacement of the drive
chain requires a special tool, therefore
your HONDA dealer should be con-
sulted.

b. Adjust drive chain as described in
steps "a-i"’, page 61~62.



BRAKE INSPECTION AND
ADJUSTMENT

Brakes are items of personal safety and
should always be maintained in proper
adjustment.

1  Front Brake

The CB 550K front brake is a hydraulically
Operated caliper/disc type. This type
brake will provide reliable operation and
excellent braking qualities at much higher
Operating temperatures than the con-
ventional drum type brake.

When pressure is applied to the brake
lever, brake fluid transmits the pressure
to the brake piston in the caliper, press-
ing the friction pads against the disc.
Brake fluid is a medium for transmitting
pressure and plays a vital role in the brake
system. Therefore, when scheduled
brake maintenance is performed, it is
Imperative that the front brake system is
inspected to ensure that there is no fluid
leakage. As the friction pads wear, ad-

ditional fluid is taken into the system
from the fluid reservoir to compensate
for the friction pad wear. Because of
this feature, the disc brake is self adjusting
and the brake control lever free travel
will remain constant once the free travel
has been established, providing the hy-
draulic system is free of air.

If the control lever free travel becomes
excessive and the friction pads are not
worn beyond the recommended limit
(page 68), there is probably air in the
brake system and it must be bled.

2. Brake Fluid

WARNING:
Brake fluid may be harmful if swallowed. It
may cause irritation. Avoid contact with skin
or eyes. If swallowed induce vomiting by
giving an emetic such as two tablespoonfuls of
table salt in a glass of warm water and call a
physician. In case of contact with skin or eyes,
flush with plenty of water. Get medical atten-
ticn for eyes. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF
CHILDREN.,

W_—

CAUTION:

Before removing the reservoir cap always clean

around it.
The brake fluid level in the reservoir
should be checked at regular intervals
as in the MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE
(pages 38-39). Remove the reservojr cap
washer and diaphragm, and wheneue;
the level is lower than the level mark
@ engraved inside the reservoir. fi|| the
reservoir to the level mark. Use only
brake fluid which is designated DOT 3
on the container. DOT 3 brake fluid
meets the SAE J1703 specification Out-
side the U. S. A, use SAE J1703 brake

o Lk | T W £ 8
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fluid. Reinstall the diaphragm and
washer, and tighten the reservoir cap
securely.

3. Bleeding The Brake System
The brakes must be bled with great care
subsequent to work performed on the
brake system, when the lever becomes
soft or spongy, or when lever trave| js
excessive. The procedure is best per-
formed by two mechanics

a. Remove the dust cap from the bleed-




er valve and attach the bleeder hose 2.

b. Place the free end of the bleeder hose
into a glass container which has some
hydraulic brake fluid in it so that the
end of the hose can be submerged.

c. Fill the reservoir using only the re-
commended brake fluid. Screw the
cap partially on the reservoir to pre-
vent entry of dust.

d. Squeeze the brake lever all the way
in, open the bleeder valve 1/2 turns
and close the bleeder valve.

e. Release the brake lever slowly.

. Do not allow the fluid reservoir to

. Remove the bleeder hose, tighten the

. Check for absence of leaks in the

the end of the hose.

become empty during the bleeding
operation as this will allow air to enter
the system again. Fill the reservoir
as often as necessary while bleeding.

bleeder valve and install the bleeder
valve dust cap.

brake lines while holding pressure
against the brake lever. Fill the reser-
voir when bleeding is completed.

¢. Bleed the brake system by following
e steps “d""and “e” described above.
CAUTION:

“'se only DOT 3 brake fluid from a sealed
container,

3o not mix brake fluid brands and never
‘e-use the contaminated fluid which has been
pumped out during brake bleeding, because
this will impair the efficiency of the brake
s¥stem.

Hrake fluid must be handled with care because
it will damage paint and instrument lenses.

friction pad @ and the brake disc.

a. Raise the front wheel off the ground.

b. Loosen the caliper stopper bolt lock
nut @.

c. Using a suitable screwdriver, turn
the stopper bolt @ in direction @

Intil the friction pad contacts the
i’/ 4 ol

NOTE:
* Leave the brake lever for a few seconds after
releasing the brake lever.
* Do not release the brake lever until the bleed-
er valve has been closed again.

When the hydraulic brake system has

been drained, fill as outlined below.

a. Fill the fluid reservoir.

b. Pump the brake lever to feed the
fluid into the brake system until bub-
bles cease to apperar from the small-
er hole in the reservoir.

4. Brake Caliper Adjustment
Whenever the brake pads are replaced
the brake caliper 1 must be adjusted.
_Th“-l adjustment is made, so that there
'S @ small clearance between the fixed

Repeat the steps “d” and “‘e until
bubbles cease to appear in the fluid at

@ Brake caliper @ Brake pads.

@ Stopper bolt lock nut
67

@ Stopper bolt
66
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brake disc. When the wheel is rotated, 5. Brake Pads NOTE .
' - : : . , Justment. To turn this bolt |
a slight drag will be noticed. Brake pad wear will depend upon the ¢ only HONDA genuine replacement fric- lock nut. Aft s ’ .GGEE" the

. While rotating the front wheel, turn severity of usage, type of driving, and ‘00 pads offered by authorized HONDA lock nut. er adjusting, tighten the
the stopper bolt in direction until condition of the roads. It may be ex- Dealers. When brake service is necessary, '
the front wheel rotates freely. pected that the pads will wear faster on consult your HONDA Dealer. NOTES:

. Turn the stopper bolt in‘ direction dirty and wgt roads. Visually inspect 6. Rear Brake Adjustment ’ Mak.c sure that the cut-out on the adjusting
® 1/2 turn further and tighten the the pads during all regular service inter- The rear brake is of an internally ex- ;fm ollastaet e brake arm.pin aficghe
lock nut vals to determine the pad wear. If the Panding type. To check the FileE e I.I:ll adjustment has been made. If the rear

pad wears to the red line @, replace Pecal @ free travel, raise the rear wheel g has been moved forward or
both pads with a new set off the dby placi amward, as in drive chain adjustment, the
s LS ground by placing the motorcycle rear brake may require adjustmont.

On the center stand. Rotate the wheel by
Nand and note the distance the pedal
Up travels @ before the brake takes hold.
Normal free travel is approximately 25
M (1in.). If adjustment is necessary,
Make the adjustment by turning the ad-
JUSting nut ® (page 70). Turn clockwise
for less free travel, counterclockwise for
dicater free travel. The stopper bolt @
| " 'S provided to make an adjustment of the .
® Red line Pedal height before the free travel ad- ® Rear brake pedal @ Pedal travel

69
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* Inspect the mounting of the rear brake arm 7., Rear Brake Wear Indicator ness WHEEL REMOVAL AND INSPEC-

to the brake shoe H:Elllﬂtiﬂg cam to make %I.II'E WhEn the rear brake js app'ied' an ar- |f ¢} & arrow a”gns With thﬂ reference TIDN

that the locking bolt is tight and the splines row @), adjacent to the rear brake arm mark on full application of the rear 1. Front Wheel Removal

e, @, moves toward a reference mark @ brake, replace the brake shoes. Removal of the front wheel is performed
on the rear brake backing plate @). S in the following manner:
The distance between the arrow and the ‘ - a. Raise the front wheel off the ground

reference mark, on full application of the ‘hen brake service is necessary, see your by placing a support under the engine.
rear brake, indicates brake lining thick- whorized Honda dealer, who has been b. Remove the Speedometer cable @
: oroperly trained to perform such service. Use from the front wheel hub assembly.
nly genuine Honda parts or their equivalent. C. Remove the axle holder fixing nuts
@ and the front wheel assembly from

the front fork.
To install the front wheel reverse the
Sequence outlined above.

@ Pedal stopper bolt @ Lock nut @ Rear brake backing plate @ Reference
® Rear brake adjusting nut mark @ Arrow @ Rear brake arm

(1) Speedometer cable
@ Axle holder fixing nuts

70 71




NOTE:

*

Do not depress the brake lever when the
wheel is off the motorcycle because the
caliper piston will be forced out of the cylinder
wlthﬁsuhsequent loss of brake fluid. If this
does occur servicing of the brake system will be
necessary (see pages 64—68).

WARNING:

*

When i;s; dling the caliper, fit the brake disc
between the brake pads carefully.
Install the axle holder with the “F* arrow
forward and tighten the forward holder nut
first to the specified torque, then tighten the
rear nut to the same torque.
Torque for axle holder: 180~230 Kg-cm
(13-16.6 Ibs-ft)
After installing the wheel, apply the brake
several times and then check if the wheel
rotates freely. Recheck the wheel if the brake
drags or if the wheel does not rotate freely,

2

Rear Wheel Removal

Removal of rear wheel is performed in
the following manner:

d.

b.

Place the motorcycle on the center
stand.

Remove the rear brake adjusting nut
@ and actuating rod from the brake
arm @.

Remove rear brake backing plate
torque arm lock pin @, nut @, washer
®, and bolt ®.

. Remove the cotter pin @ and loosen

the axle nut @.

Loosen the rear wheel adjusting bolt
lock nuts ®, back out the adjuster
bolts and turn the chain adjusters
downward. Remove the rear fork cap
fixing bolts @ and end caps.

f. Push the wheel forward, lift the chain

off the sprocket, then pull the wheel
rearward, clear of the rear fork.

To

Sequs
new

nstall the rear wheel, reverse the \Y &
“eé outlined above, Always use g /

3).

CAUTION;

Alw:

{4

Rear brake

'S replace used

Y Lock pin

~Otter pin after ti
nut to 800~
Adjust the d
the drive ch
61-

adjusting nut @

@) Nut

cotter pins with new ones.

Brake arm
& Washer ® Bolt

ghtening the axle
1000 kg-cm (568-73 Ibs-ft).
rive chain tension following
ain adjustment (see pages

@

Axle nut

@1 Cotter pin

removed take

bearings.

tension at regular
73

@ Lock nut
@ Adjuster bolt 4@ Fixing bolt

3. Wheel Inspection

At any time the front or rear wheel is
the
thoroughly inspect the suspension com-
Ponents, brake friction linings and wheel

_ Carefully inspect the condi-
tion of the wheel rim

opportunity to

! and the spoke
Intervals as in the




MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE (page 39).
It is recommended that retightening of
spokes be done by a qualified mechanic.
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TIRES
Correct air pressure will provide maximum

safety, stability, riding comfort and tire

life.
Be sure to follow the tire specification.

Up to Front: 1.75(25)
90kg (200 Ib) —

load | Rear: 2.0(28)
Up to vehicle | Front:  2.0(28)

capacity load| Rear: 2.5(36)

Cold tire
pressures
kg/cm® (psi)

Vehicle capac-| S
ity load limit 150 kg_ {3_30 il:-s_}l
Front: 3.25519—4FR

Tire size | pear: 3.75518—4PR
= Front: S21F 2 (Bridgestone)
Tire brand | o or: 21 R2 (Bridgestone)

WA
*

RNING:
Improper tire inflation will cause abnormal

tread wear or other damage and create a
safety hazard. Riding with underinflated tires
will cause the tires to slip on the rims damaging
the inner tube valves. Severe underinflation
may result in loss of the tire from the rim.
Check tire pressures frequently and adjust if
necessary.

It is recommended that the tires bhe replaced
when the tread depth at the center of the tire
is less than the following limit;

Minimum recommended
tire center tread depth

Front: 1.5 mm (1/16in.)
Rear: 2.0 mm (3/32in.)

¥

Operation with excessively worn tires is very
hazardous and will adversely affect traction,

steering and handling.

1. Tire Damage

Replace damaged tires. Do not patch or
vulcanize a tire casing.

We rccommend that punctured inner
tubes be replaced. Inner tubes should be
patchied only in emergency situations
When replacement tubes are not available.
If replacing an inner tube, be certain to
select t.he correct size for the tire casing.
If repaiting a punctured inner tube, be

Certain to locate and eliminate the cause
of d.'ir]‘lage.

WARNING:
“atching may adversely affect wheel balance.

‘150, a poorly bonded patch may cause sub-
“Hquent tire deflation.

.'i_'_. Tire Removal and Installation
Tire removal should be performed in the
following manner:

a. Remove the wheel assembly to be
worked on as described in Front or
Rear Wheel Removal, pages 71-73.

b. Remove brake backing plate assembly

and/or axle, so wheel can be laid

flat. Lay wheel assembly on a rag or
cardboard to prevent hub surface
damage,

Remove valve core and valve stem

retaining nuts. Locate and remove

any sharp objects imbedded in the
tire,

d. Step on tire casing to break it free
from the rim. Repeat on the opposite
side.

€. Using two small or medium size
irons, placed 100-150 mm (4-6 in.)
apart and inserted between the rim

T




edge and tire bead at the valve stem
location, pry in and downward with
both tire irons while depressing the
tire bead opposite the tire irons with
your foot. When tire bead is above the
rim edge, remove one tire iron and
move it 76—100 mm (3-4 in.) further
away from the tire iron supporting the
tire bead and insert and pry the tire
bead further off of the rim. Proceed in
this manner until the entire side of the
tire casing is above and clear of the

rim edge.

WARNING:

Remember when repairing a flat or installing
a new tire:

Always locate and eliminate the cause of the
tire failure to avoid subsequent failure.
Never attempt to patch or vulcanize a tire
casing as this weakens the casing and may
result in a blowout,

An innertube should be patched only in emergen-
cy situations. A patched innertube is not as
reliable as a new tube.

The innertube size must correspond with the
tire casing size or it will cause the tube to
wrinkle or to be stretched beyond its designed
capacity. In either case the innertube will be
weakened increasing the possibility of failure.
The use of tires other than those listed on the
tire information label may adversely affect
handling .

Tire servicing and replacement require skill
and special tools. In as much as the safety
of the rider is dependent upon the goed condi-
tion of the tires and wheel assemblies, we
urge you to have this service performed by
your authorized Honda Dealer.

The deflated inner tube can now be
pulled from the tire casing and the
inner tire casing inspected for damage
or protruding sharp objects, etc.
Locate and eliminate cause of flat or

punciure,

. Install @ new inner tube of the cor-

ecl size by inflating very slightly.
_cave the valve core in the valve stem.
nspect the wheel rim inner tube
~rotector strip to see that it is in good
condition and centered over the spoke
nipples.

~1gn the tire balance mark with the
v 've stem hole in the rim and insert
e partially inflated inner tube into
‘e tire casing.

‘f'-f:lr_'k' the inner tube into proper
Usition in the tire casing and insert
he v:?‘lve stem through the valve stem
| HF'T In the rim. Install a valve stem
'“laining nut partially, but not tightly,

Ynto the valve stem. Remove valve
COra.

i

* Abply a light coating of tire mount-

"9 solution (liquid detergent can be
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l{SEd in an emergency) to each of the
tire bead surfaces, and between the
free tire bead and rim edge.

The tire can now be stepped into
place using your heels. Place both
heels on the tire bead opposite the
valve core, press the tire bead into
pPlace progressively with each step

in  opposite directions around the
wheel,

. When 80-90% of the tire bead is

in place, use a tire mounting mallet
(heavy rubbers, leather or plastic ham-
mer) to force the remaining section
Into position. Avoid using tire irons or
'Ecrewdrivers for this operation as
Inner tube punctures may result.

. Insert the valve core and overinflate

the standard pressure by approxi-
mately 10 psi (0.7 kg/cm?). This
will help to properly seat the tire beads



into the rim. Inspect for proper tire
bead seating and deflate the tire.
Reinflate to the correct specified pres-
sure (see page 74) and tighten the
valve stem retaining nut lightly.

o. Recheck the tire pressure and install

the valve stem cap.
p. Install wheel assembly as per inst-

ructions on pages 71-73.

Wheel balance:

WARNING:

*  Wheel balance can affect the safety, stability,
and handling of this motorcycle. When wheel
balancing is necessary, see your authorized
Honda Motorcycle Dealer.

*  When removing the tire from the rim for
repair or tire change, the tire balance mark
(yellow) and the valve stem should be in
alignment.

Removing the balance weight or relocating it
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to a different spoke nipple will affect the
wheel balance.

Maintenance of spoke tension and wheel true-
ness are critical to safe motorcycle operation.
During the first 500 miles, spokes will loosen
more rapidly due to initial seating of parts.
Excessively loose spokes may result in high
speed instability and possible loss of control.

t___—

FRONT SUSPENSION

1. Front Suspension Inspection
Check the front fork assembly by locking
the front brake and pumping the fork up
and down vigorously.
Inspect for smooth cushion action and oil
Seepage around the oil seals.
Carefully inspect all front suspension
fasteners for tightness. This includes the
alt=chment points of the fork tubes, brake
Components and handlebar.
WARNING:
Contact your Honda dealer for repair of any
‘leering or front suspension wear or damage.
Jo not operate the motorcycle with loose,

vorn, or damaged steering or front suspension,
45 handling will be adversely affected.

7Y

2. Front Fork Oil Change
To njlaintain good riding characteristics
and increase fork service life. the oil in

the front fork legs should be changed
periodically.

a. Loosen the front fork drain plug @
at the bottom of the fork cylinder and
drain the oil by pumping the fork.
:I';ghten the plug securely after drain-
ing.




b. Set the motorcycle on the center stand. g. Move the fork springs to one side REAR SUSPENSION WARNING:

c. Place a jack under the crankcase to and pour 150~155cc (5.1~5.2 c:«zs_] 1. Rear Suspension Inspection If any suspension components appear worn or
control lf::waring of the front end. of premium qualliw {\TF (Automatic Check the rear suspension periodically ?;.T;ﬁﬂfﬂs:;ﬁ;f ﬁf m‘:ﬂ:ﬁ:cﬂf“ f'g
d. Remove the handlebar by removing Transmission Fluid) into each fork by careful visual examination. Note the are directly Sﬂfﬂl}" related and your HIPJWN%IA
the four handlebar bolts. leg. . following items: dealer is qualified to determine whether or
e. Loosen the top filler plugs @ until h. Raise the jack under the engine to a. Rear fork bushing—This can be . };}ﬂ replacement parts or repairs are needed,
they are free. allow the fork springs and filler plugs ¢liecked by pushing against the side H‘;ﬁ;if“gﬁ: "?-:f:ﬂ"wmtiﬁ; T: ?lgfmﬁ:i::
f. Lower the jack under the engine to to return !ntu the fork Ie‘gs. 0" the rear wheel while the motorcycle servicing,. NEVER attempt to destmr:q the
extend the fork springs with the at- i. Securely tighten the top filler plugs @. s on the center stand and feeling for seal and disassemble the rear suspension
tached filler plugs. j. Reinstall handlebar, tightening the looseness of the fork bushings. damper units,
N P —— t:wu front bolts first, then securely b. Side lstanfi—check the rubber Pad for . GOOD NO GOOD
= tighten the two rear bolts. deterioration or wear, Replace if wear ~ ol
k. Remove the jack from under the €xiends to wear line (1) as shown. | '
engine. Check side stand spring for damage |
|. Securely tighten the top filler plugs and loss of tension, and side stand
after filling. assembly for freedom of movement.
Repair as necessary.
C. Check all suspension component at-

lachment points for security of their >.<
"€Spective fasteners.

@ Top filler plugs @ Wear line
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2. Rear Fork Bushing Lubrication
The lubrication point 3) is shown in the
figure. It is recommended that |ubri-

cation be performed periodically.
Use multipurpose grease, Type NLGI No.

2.

3. Rear Shock Absorber Adjust-
ment

o

B : _-'H ﬂ

The rear shock absorber @) has five ranges
of adjustment and can be adjusted to
meet the different types of road or riding
conditions. Position Il is the standard
setting. Position | is for light loads and
smooth road conditions. Positions || to V
progressively increase spring tension for
a stiffer rear suspension, and are used
when the motorcycle is heavily laden
Oor operated on rough roads.

BATTERY

If f.he Motorcycle is operated with an In-
suficient (low) battery electrolyte level,
Sulfation and battery plate damage may
occur.  Inspecting and maintaining the
Ee.ir-.- trolyte level is a simple, quick opera-
ton, therefore, it should be performed
frecuently ag indicated in the MAINTE-
NANCE SCHEDULE (page 39) and
PRE-RIDING INSPECTION (page 26).

Battery Electrolyte

a. For battery (12V-12AH) inspection

and service access, remove the right
“Over and raise the seat. The electro-
Ve level can be seen from the
"aht side of the motorcycle without re-
1oving the battery. The correct elec-
UOlyte level is between the “LOW-

b.

on the battery case.

To correct the electrolyte level, remove
the bettery cell caps from the cells
needing level correction. Use a small
syringe or plastic funnel for adding
water. Carefully add the proper amo-
unt of distilled water to bring the ele-
Ctrolyte level of the cells between the
“"LOWER" and “"UPPER" marks.

e 14

@ Lower level

ER” @ and “"UPPER” 1) level marks l' Upper level
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@ Grease nipple @ Rear shock absorber @ Pin spanner




For maximum battery performance and
life only distilled water should be

added.

CAUTION:
Use only distilled water in the battery. Tap

water will shorten the service life of the
battery. Consult your Honda dealer if you
are experiencing an excessively high rate of
battery electrolyte loss.

2. Battery Removal and Installa-
tion
The battery should be removed for pro-
longed storage, or for recharging if elec-
trolyte specific gravity falls below 1.200
@ 68°F (20°C).
WARNING:
The battery contains sulfuric acid. Avoid
contact with skin, eyes or clothing. Antidote:
EXTERNAL - Flush with water. INTERNAL-
Drink large quantities of water or milk. Follow
with milk of magnesia, beaten egg or vegetable

oil. Call physician immediately. Eyes: Flush
with water and get prompt medical attention.
Batteries produce explosive gases. Keep sparks,
flame, cigarettes away. Ventilate when charging
or using in enclosed space. Always shield eyes

when working near batteries.
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN.

a. Remove battery retainer, disconnect
the ground (—) negative cable con-
nection first, and then the positive
(+) cable. The battery can now be
lifted from its mounting. Note the
positioning of the cables, protective
rubber (+) terminal cover, and battery
mount rubber pads, as well as the
routing of the battery vent tube. Before
installing the battery, clean the battery
and its mounting area with water.
Baking soda and water can be used to

remove any existing corrosion.

_JI---------—-_________________

b. Battery installation is performed in
the reverse order of removal. Pay
particular attention to the battery rub-
ber mount pads and the vent tube
-'puting. Connect and protect the posi-
ve (+) terminal with the rubber
nsulator and then connect the nega-
ve (=) terminal.

E404210
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CAUTION:

* Do not overtighten these terminal connections
as damage to the battery terminals may result.
When installing the battery, route battery
breather tube as shown in the figure and be
careful not to bend or twist the breather tube.
A bent or kinked breather tube may pressurize

the battery and damage its case.
NOTE:

Apply petroleum jelly to the battery terminals
to retard corrosion.

3. Battery Charging

If the battery electrolyte specific gravity
reading (measured with a hydrometer)
drops below 1.200 @ 68°F (20°C), the
battery should be charged at a rate not
to exceed 1.5 amps until the specific
gravity reading is between 1.260 and
1.280 68°F (20°C). Frequent dis-
charging may be the result of Improper
starting procedure, poor engine condition



and/or electrical system problems. To
locate ‘and correct the cause of this
condition, we suggest you contact your
HONDA dealer.

When storing the motorcycle, or if it is
not to be used for an extended period,
the battery negative (—) cable should
be disconnected or the battery removed
and stored in a cool place. The battery
should be charged at least once a month
during the storage period to preserve the
battery life.

WARNING:
Charge the battery in a well-ventilated greq.
Remove the filler caps and make sure the
charger is connected properly to the battery
before charging,
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FUSE REPLACEMENT

The fuse box is located inside the left
side cover. The amperages of the three
recommended fuses are 7A and 15A.

When frequent failure of the fuse oc-
curs, it usually indicates a short circuit
or an overload in the electrical system.
In this case the electrical system should
be checked visually for shorts or other
possible malfunctions. If the problem
cannot be located visually, the motor-
cycle should be examined by an au-
thorized HONDA Dealer.

M__

WARNING:

*

Never use a fuse with a different rating from
hat specified on the fuse box or specified
it the Owner’s Manual,

Never use conductive material to replace a
“commended fuse or serious damage to the
clectrical system of Your motorcycle will result.
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2 Spare fuses

' Fusae box
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HEADLIGHT BEAM ADJUSTMENT
The headlight must be properly adjusted
f.m safe driving in accordance with app-
licable regulations. This motorcycle has
Provisions to adjust the headlight beam

in‘ both the vertical and horizontal dire-
ctions,

Adjust the headlight beam as specified by local
laws and regulations.

a. '_‘-fertical adjustment is made by loosen-
Ng the bolts @) (page 88) which
mount the headlight assembly. The
headlight is normally adjusted in the
Vertical direction so that the center
of the beam Intersects the ground at
4 point approximately 50 m (165 feet)
'n front of the motorcycle in the riding
position.
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b. Horizontal beam adjustment is made

with the adjusting screw @ located
on the left side of the headlight when
facing the motorcycle. Turning the
screw in will focus the beam toward
the left side of the rider.

(@ Headlight mounting bolts
@2 Adjusting screw

STOPLIGHT SWITCH ADJUST-
MENT

The CB550K is equipped with indepen-
dent stoplight switches for the rear and

front brakes.

A mechanically actuated

pedal switch @ is mounted on the right
side toward the rear of the engine for
the rear brake system, and a mechani-
cally actuated switch @ is located at
the brake lever base for the front brake
system.

d.

b.

38

First, make sure that the brakes are

properly adjusted.
Turn ignition switch to the "on™ po-

sition.

Lower the center stand to clear the
rear wheel from the ground, spin the
wheel by hand and the stoplight
should come on when the brake pedal
is depressed to the point where the

‘ear brake just starts to take hold. Ad-
just by turning the adjusting nut @.
I .the stoplight switch is late in
s-.svfn:hing on the stoplight, turn the
g wtf:h adjusting nut @ in direction @
and if the stoplight comes on too early,

turn the switch adjusting nut in dire-
clion ®,
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d. The stoplight switch @ on the front

brake is a!su checked in the same man-
ner by raising the front wheel off the
ground. However, the Front switch

cannot be adjusted and must be re-
placed,
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e Hemnve the upper and lower retain-
ng lock pins @ and screws @ from

Headlight Bulb Replacement the rim.
d. Remove the horizontal adjusting screw

REPLACING LIGHT BULBS

When replacing the light bulbs, always 1.
replace the bulb with that of the specified Procedure

4)

type and rating (page 95). a. Remove the mounting screws @) and 4
This is important to prevent the electrical remove the headlight unit from the €. Hemove the two sealed beam unit
lighting circuit from malfunctioning. case. retaining screws ).
b. Disconnect the leads from the head- . "_'Stall a new sealed beam unit. As-
light unit. S 'ﬂbfe by reversing the procedure
R described above.

M A%< —) =
| oo

2. Tail/Stoplight Bulb Replace-
ment Procedure

9. Remove the four screws mounting
the tail/stoplight lens.

b, F‘-*-fss the bulb @ inward ® and

_, tIj*:"ist to the left ®, and the bulb can or damage to the lens.

| 1 HL.-.DEZL”EDUEF' h@, 3. Turn Signal Light Bulb Replace-

Wi w:t. a new bulb.{ ment Procedure
e n |nste.'slhng the lens, tighten the Bulb replacement is made in the same
ti‘_.h:: umfc:rmly and do not Dvier- manner as for the tail/stoplight bulb in

| , as this may cause poor sealing step 2" above.

@ Tail/stoplight bulb

)

@ Mounting screws @) Hnizuntai adjustiné SCrew
@ Lock pins @ Lock screws (8 Sealed beam unit retaining screws
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The tool kit @ is located in the com-
partment under the seat. Minor adju-
stment and parts replacement can be
performed with the tools contained in
the kit. Adjustments or repairs which
cannot be performed with these tools
should be referred to your HONDA
Dealer.

Listed below are the items included in

the tool kit:

. 10%12mm open end wrench
. 14%17 mm open end wrench
- Spark plug wrench

« Pliers

+ No. 2 screwdriver

. No. 2 cross point screwdriver
- Screwdriver grip

« 22 mm wrench

» 24 mm wrench

+ Handle lever

« Pin spanner

- Tool bag

SPECIFICATIONS

ITEM

DIMENSIONS

—

Overall length
Jverrall width
Jverall height
‘Vheel base

WEIGHT
Ory weight

CAPACITIES
~ngine oil
~uel tank

“uel reserve tank
~ront fork

“assenger capacity

—

2,150 mm (84.7 in.)

825 mm( 32.5 in.)
1,115 mm( 44.0 in.)
1,405 mm( 55.5 in.)

193.5 kg( 427 |bs.)

3.2 liter (3.4 US qt.)

16.0 liter (4.2 US gal.)

4.0 liter (1.0 US gal.)
150~2155 cc (5.1~5.2 o0zs.)
Operator and one passenger

03
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ENGINE
Bore and stroke
Compression ratio
Displacement
Contact breaker point gap
Spark plug gap
Valve tappet clearance

CHASSIS AND SUSPENSION

Caster

Trail

Tire size, front
Tire size, rear

POWER TRANSMISSION

Primary reduction
Final reduction

58.5x50.6 mm (2.303x1.992 in.)
9:1

544 cc (33.19 cu in.)

0.3~0.4 mm (0.012~0.016 in.)
0.6~0.7 mm (0.024~0.028 in.)

IN 0.05 mm (0.002 in.)
EX 0.08 mm (0.003 in.)

64°

104 mm (4.1 in.)
3.25 S 19 (4 PR)
3.75 S 18 (4 PR)

3.062
2176
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Gear ratio, 1 st. 2.353
2 nd. 1.636
3 rd. 1.269
4 th, 1.036
- 5 th. 0.900
ELECTRICAL -
%attery 12V-12 AH
. 'JEITE:HIE - A. C. generator
LIGHTS - Ry =y
_.’r-.iae;?;dltigh:‘ ' 12V-50/40w
' ail/stoplight 12V-3/32CP sa
' | E TRADE
'urn singal lights 12V-32CPp SAE TRADE II:E' -
FRONT: 1034
Veter lights 12V PRDE et
A . -2CP
;_I:urn signal position light 12V-3CP . N i
Fuse 15 amp, and 7amp
i

95



CB550K WIRING DIAGRAM
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